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Getting Started: 

1. Hypertext was meant to solve the problem of lost information. Before this innovation, 

data on past projects and other important information was constantly being lost, 

especially when people (at this time, at CERN) left the company and new people joined. 

In addition, ideas are constantly being updated and as new information comes to light, 

old data must be dug up in order to be adapted. As technology advanced, the old 

method of storing information grew more and more impractical and inefficient. 

Hypertext allowed this bank of information to develop with new ideas, and also allowed 

for a linking of information — even information that belonged to a former employee. 

This prevented a huge loss of information through personnel turnovers and granted the 

ability to locate old data much more easily.  

 

2. My website will live at http://donald88.msu.domains/ which is a URL that was given to 

me through the university as a result of a deal the school made with a web hosting 

company. This is a domain that lives in the actual internet, so anyone can see it! 

 

 

3. My internet service provider (ISP) is the MSU network, MSUnet. This is what allows me 

to access the internet at Michigan State because the ISP connects to the line of internet 

and has a point of presence that gives internet to everyone here at MSU.  

 

Search and Web Browsers: Bing 

1. When I searched “learning to make web pages” (without quotes) in Bing, I got 

203,000,000 results. Amongst these results are: http://www.make-a-web-site.com/ , 

http://www.learnhowtomakeawebpage.com/ , and 

http://webdesign.about.com/od/webdesign/ (all of which seem fairly relevant). Because 

this search looked for all the words in combination as well as individually (since there 

aren’t any quotes), and after browsing through a few pages of results, I would guess 

about ¼ of these results are really relevant to obtaining information on how to construct 

a website page.  

 

2. When I searched “learning to make web pages” (with quotes) in Bing, it generated 

97,900,000 results. The results included the sites 

http://www.pagetutor.com/html_tutor/index.html and http://www.webpage-

teacher.com/ . This still feels like a ton of results, but I’m going to guess that closer to ½ 

of these results are related to creating web pages. Most of the ones that I browsed were 

related, leading me to believe that a greater fraction of these are related as compared 
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to the previous search, where even on the first page of results, I saw some that weren’t 

really relevant.  

 

3. The reason that the search returned less results with the quotes is that when a string of 

words is placed in quotes, the search only pulls up results that have those exact words 

within them. It does not return sites with words that are similar or related. Also, when 

quotation marks are used, the search engine will search the words entered as a whole 

unit instead of bringing up sites that only use a few of the words (eg “web” or 

“learning”). This explains why there are more results without quotes; there are of 

course going to be more websites that use the individual words than websites that use 

the entire string of words (“learning to make a web page”). Also, since similar words will 

not be recognized as a match, websites that don’t contain the exact words used in the 

search will not be returned, eliminating some of the hits that came up in the first search. 

 

4. Because of this difference between the two searches, the results are more related in the 

second search. In the first search, results that contain the words searched but are about 

a different topic could still come up. However, now that the string is being searched as a 

whole, a lot of these off-topic websites that just happen to use these words (or similar 

words) will not show up as a hit. By using quotes, I am able to more accurately tell the 

browser what I am looking for, which eliminates a lot of the irrelevant results.  

Search and Web Browsers: Google 

1. When I searched “learning to make web pages” (without quotes) into Google, I got 

78,500,000 results. Included in these results are: 

https://www.codecademy.com/learn/make-a-website and 

https://websitesetup.org/ . After browsing through the first few pages of results, I 

noticed that the sites were much more relevant than the pages that Bing returned. 

Based on this initial browsing, I would estimate that about 85% of the search results 

are related to making pages on the web. 

 

2. This same search but with the quotes generated 11,800 results, including 

http://www.bacaracka.com/html-learn.html and http://www.web-site-building-

tips.com/learning-to-make-web-pages.html . Again I did some browsing, and with 

this search, I would guess about 98% of the results are relevant to my search query.  

 

3. The difference between a search engine and a directory is that search engines make 

use of “crawlers” or “spiders,” which are programs that look all over the internet, 

and bring links back to a search engine’s index. So when something searched in that 

search engine, it is really being looked for not in the internet itself, but in the index 

of the search engine, which is filled with links that were brought by the “crawlers.” 

While directories also have indexes, these are created through human editors, not 
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programs. People submit their links to directories, and then other people decide if 

the site would be appropriate for the specific index. Another interesting distinction 

is that search engines tend to return web pages while directories list websites.  

 

 


